
J O Y  
Chapter 22, Believe  

 

  JOY was lost to all mankind by the SIN of the first Adam: 
 

   And to Adam the LORD God said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten  

 of the tree of which I commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it;' cursed is the ground because of you; in  

 pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you  

 shall eat the plants of the field.  By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the  

 ground, … for you are dust, and to dust you shall return."    Genesis 3:17-19 
 

  JOY was restored to all who believe by the DEATH & RESURRECTION of the last Adam/Jesus Christ: 
 

   Thus it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam became a life-giving  

 spirit. … The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 1 Cor 15:45, 47 
 

 For the kingdom of God is … of righteousness and peace and JOY in the Holy Spirit.   Romans 14:17 
 

 Fruit of the Holy Spirit:  But the fruit of the Spirit is LOVE, JOY, PEACE …  Galatians 5:22 

 

o  JOY IS THE FLAG that flies over the castle of our hearts announcing The KING is in residence today! 
                Walter B. Knight, Knight's Master Book of New Illustrations 

 

o  WE ARE CHOSEN FOR JOY (GOD'S & Ours). 

    However hard the Christian way, it is both in the travelling and in the goal, the way of JOY! 
         William Barclay, The Gospel of John, Vol. 2  
 

       JOY cannot be bought or earned – but it can be granted by GOD who can also guarantee it. 
 

 Jesus Christ in His earthly ministry was:  A man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;   Isaiah 53:3  
 

 however  –  for the JOY that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is  

         seated at the right hand of the throne of GOD.      Hebrews 12:2b 
 

   Jesus said, "These things I have spoken to you, that MY JOY may be in you, and that YOUR JOY  

 may be full."          John 15:11 
 

   Jesus prayed, "But now I am coming to You/Father and these things I speak in the world, that they  

 may have MY JOY fulfilled in themselves."         John 17:13 
 

o  JOY IS THE SETTLED ASSURANCE of our position in GOD based on GOD'S unbreakable promises! 

      (JOY IS NOT AN EMOTION!  Joy is not dependent on circumstances, events, feelings or moods.) 
 

   Jesus said, "Until now you have asked nothing in My name.  Ask, and you will receive, that YOUR  

 JOY may be full."           John 16:24 
 

   Count it all JOY, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing  

 of your faith produces steadfastness.            James 1:2, 3 
 

   And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with  

 the JOY of the Holy Spirit. So that you became an example to all believers …     1 Thessalonians 1:6, 7a 
 

   Though you have not seen Jesus Christ, you love Him. Though you do not now see Him, you believe  

 in Him and rejoice with JOY that is inexpressible and filled with glory.    1 Peter 1:8 
 

   Jesus speaking, "His master said to him, 'well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful  

 over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the JOY of your master.'" Matthew 25:21 
 

o  JOY IS THE WINSOME MAGNET that draws people in because it is one thing they do not have! 
                Charles R. Swindoll, The Tale of the Tardy Oxcart  
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