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Who is an Immigrant?  
According to DHS,  

An immigrant is an “alien admitted to the United States as a 
lawful permanent resident” (LPR)  
 

An illegal alien is one who “entered the United States without 
inspection,” or one who entered the US lawfully but overstayed 
his or her permit. In both instances, the person is considered an 
“immigrant under the INA but is not a permanent resident alien.”  

 

Henceforth, for both categories above = “immigrants,”  

And to specify “illegal aliens” = “undocumented immigrants”   



Some Helpful Information     
• America is a nation of immigrants.  

• For immigrant information see, Migration Policy Institute Website @ 
http://www.migrationpolicy.org 

• In 2016 alone, US admitted as LPS 1,183,505. From the Americas 
506,894; Africa 113,425; Asia 462,298; Europe 93,556 and Oceana 
5,577.  

• These immigrants came from 210 countries of the world.  

• 11 to 12 million people in the US are “undocumented immigrants.” In 
Chicago alone there are more than 511,000. 

• Beloved, the immigrants are here, what are we going to do about them?  

• For us the children of God, Scripture is our authoritative guide     

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/


 Why do people emigrate? – “Push” and “Pull” Factors   

                             Push Factors  
• War, civil strife, corruption 

• Religions persecution 

• Economic decline and poverty 

• Rising unemployment  

• Population Pressures 

• Political  instability 

• Natural & eco disasters 

• Human rights violations 

• Persecution of minorities 

• Govt. resettlement policies 

• Resurgent nationalism  

 

                         Pull Factors 
• Open Immigration doors and policies 

• Religious Freedom 

• Family reunion  

• Safety and security 

• Freedom from fear or violence, 
persecution, hunger, poverty 

• Education 

• Job Opportunity, economic wellbeing 

• Maintaining Ethnic identity 

• Access to advantages in 
Communication and technology 

 



 Key Observations from A Study of the OT 

1. The word “stranger” in the OT is the translation of the Hebrew word “ger,” 
used more than 90 times, is translated as, “stranger,” “sojourner,” “alien,” 
or “immigrant” (as in CEB) in different versions of the Bible.  

 

2. The quartet, “widow, orphan, poor, and stranger” are under the special  
care of God and God’s people were to do likewise.   

 

3. God’s people are to LOVE the stranger/neighbor. Ill-treatment or 
oppression brought divine judgement.  

 

 



Key Observations from A Study of the OT 

4. The two Great Commandments (Matt 22:36-40), “Loving God and Loving 
neighbor” especially “loving neighbor as thyself” sets apart God’s people 
and distinguishes the God of Israel.    

 

5. God establishes people in certain places, uproots them, and moves people 
to new places, therefore immigrants, to accomplish His will for each person.    

 

Now hear the word of the Lord in support of each of these 5 observations: 

 



The Biblical Mandate – OT  

• Deut. 10:17 “For the Lord your God is God of gods and the Lord 
of Lords, the great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no 
partiality nor takes a bribe.  

• (18) He administers justice for the fatherless and the widow, 
and loves the stranger, giving him food and clothing.  

• (19) Therefore love the stranger, for you were strangers in the 
land of Egypt.” (NKJV)  

 

• Exo. 23:9 “you shall not oppress a stranger, since you yourselves 
know the feelings of a stranger, for you also were strangers in the 
land of Egypt.” (NASB) 



The Biblical Mandate – OT  

• Leviticus 19:33-34 “And if a stranger sojourns with you in your 
land, you shall not mistreat him.  

• (34) But the stranger who dwells among you shall be to you as 
one born among you, and you shall love him as yourself; for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.” 
(NKJV)  

 

• Zechariah 7:9-10 “Thus says the Lord of Hosts: ‘Execute true 
justice, show mercy and compassion, everyone to his brother. 
(10) Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the alien or the 
poor. Let none of you plan evil in his heart against his brother.’”  



The Biblical Mandate – OT  

• Exodus 12:48-49 “And when a stranger sojourns with you and 
wants to keep the Passover to the Lord, let all his males be 
circumcised, and then let him come near to keep it; for he shall 
be as a native of the land. For no uncircumcised person shall eat 
it. (49) One law shall be for the native-born and for the stranger 
who sojourns among you.” (NKJV) 

 

• Malachi 3:5 “And I will come near you for judgment; I will be a 
swift witness against sorcerers, against adulterers, against 
perjurers, against those who exploit wage earners and widows 
and the fatherless, and against those who turn away an alien--
because they do not fear me, says the Lord of Hosts.”  



The Biblical Mandate – OT  

•On God moving people, see what Paul says in Acts 17:26, 
God has made “every nation of men to dwell on all the face 
of the earth and has determined their pre-appointed times 
and the boundaries of their habitation.”  But, Job 12:23, “He 
makes nations great, and destroys them; he enlarges 
nations, and disperses them” (NIV). Why? Acts 17:27 “so 
that they would seek the Lord, in hope that they might 
grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each 
one of us; . . .”  

 



Key Observations from A Study of the NT  

1. “Who is my neighbor”  Christ says in Luke 10:29-37. A neighbor is anyone 
who helps another in need without respect of persons.  

2. James calls “love your neighbor as yourself” as the Royal Law (James 2:8) 
He adds, that loving one’s neighbor is good works, which is vital, as faith 
without works is dead.  

3. In Gal. 5:13b-14, Paul says, we are to serve one another in love. “For all 
the law is fulfilled in one word, . . . ‘thou shall love thy neighbor as thyself.’”  

 

4. God looks at our love for others as if it were love for Himself, see Matt. 
25:31-46.  For the Lord says, “inasmuch as you did it unto the least of these 
my brethren, you did it unto me” because all are made in the image of God.   

 

 



Key observations from a study of the NT  

5. The practical way of “loving your neighbor as yourself” is called the 
“Golden Rule” which is “Do unto others as you would have them do unto you, 
Matt. 7:12 and Luke 6:31.  

6. When we follow the Golden Rule we implement the Royal Law which then is 
the fulfillment of all God’s Laws for humanity, including loving God, for in        
1 John 4:20 we read, “for he that loves not his brother whom he hath seen, 
how can he love God whom he hath not seen.”  

7. Christ amplifies this in the Sermon on the Mount, Matt. 5:44, by saying 
“Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, . . . That ye may be the 
children of your Father which is in heaven.” 

Grand statement, OT and NT together: ‘God loves the stranger, therefore love 
the stranger, for in loving the least of these you would have loved the Lord 
Himself.’  



Six Practical Suggestions for “loving the stranger”     
1. Prayer                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•  Move from Compassionate Prayer to Gap People Prayer, and to Warfare 
Prayer 



Six Practical Suggestions for “loving the stranger”    
 

•2. Educate people in our Churches and Communities  

 

 

 

 

 

 
• Update our mission statements; Develop the atmosphere of a “welcoming church.” 



Six Practical Suggestions for “loving the stranger” 

3. Relationship Building Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•       Get to know immigrants, enjoy life with them 



Six Practical Suggestions for “loving the stranger” 

 

4. Minister to Felt Needs  
 

  

 

   



Six Practical Suggestions for “loving the stranger” 

5. Share the Gospel – Speaking at a leper colony in Delhi 

  
 

               

 

     

 

 

   



Six Practical Suggestions for “loving the stranger” 

6. Start Good Works Ventures with Immigrants here and in  

      their home countries  
 

 

 

 

   



Conclusion 

 

 
                  Ecclesiastes: 11:1-6 



Conclusion     
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Some Helpful Resources     
Helpful websites: 

American Immigration Law Foundation, www.ailf.org 

Migration Policy Institute, http://www.migrationpolicy.org (Treasure trove of info) 

United States Citizenship and Immigration Services, www.uscis.org 

World Relief, www.wr.org 

 

Helpful Films/Documentaries: 
Destination America, Dir. by David G., Stephen S., & Chana G., PBS Films, 2005.  

Dying to Live: A Migrant’s Journey, Dir. by Bill Groody, Groody River Films, 2005. 

The Visitor, Dir. by Thomas McCarthy, Beverly Hills, CA: Overture Films, 2008.  

Wetback: The Undocumented Documentary. Dir. By Arturo P. Torres, Washington 

         D.C.: National Geographic Video, 2007. 

 

 

http://www.alif.org/
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/
http://www.uscis.org/
http://www.wr.org/

