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 Justification is when God declares that no 
grounds for inflicting punishment (i.e. His 
wrath) exists 

 Accused stand “right” before Him 

 By grace (source) through faith (means) in Christ 
(grounds) 

 
 Demonstration of God’s righteousness 

 Defense of his person 

 Defense of his people   



 3 times thus far in Romans 

 11 times in this chapter! 

 

 An accounting term 

 To “credit” or “reckon”  

 To take something that belongs to someone else and 

credit it (deposit) into someone else’s account 

 

 Chapters 4 & 5 discuss the “3 great imputations” 

 



 Go out of land of Ur 

 Gen 12:1; Heb 11:8 

 Dwell in the land of Canaan 

 Gen 13:14-18; Heb 11:9 

 Sarah would give birth to an heir 

 Gen 17:19; Heb 11:12 

 Offered Isaac 

 Gen 22; Heb 11:17 



 Once again, Paul anticipates his critic’s questions 

regarding how Abraham was justified 

 

 In other words, why was righteousness 

IMPUTED to Abraham?  

 By works (i.e. wages)? NO! 

 By circumcision (i.e. ceremonial ordinance)? NO! 

 By law (i.e. not transgressing)? NO! 



 4 Now to him who works, the wages are not 

counted as grace but as debt. 5 But to him who 

does not work but believes on Him who justifies 

the ungodly, his faith is accounted for 

righteousness 

 

 Why not? 

 God is never obligated by his creatures 



 10 How then was it accounted? While he was 

circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while 

circumcised, but while uncircumcised. 

 

 Why not? 

 Circumcision is a seal (i.e. certification) of the faith 

he already had 



 14 For if those who are of the law [are] heirs, 

faith is made void and the promise made of no 

effect, 15 because the law brings about wrath 

 

 Why not? 

 Because then there would be NO HEIRS!   



 16 Therefore [it is] of faith that [it might be] 

according to grace, so that the promise might 

be sure to all the seed, not only to those who 

are of the law, but also to those who are of the 

faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all 

 

 Why? 

 If you have faith like Abraham’s, you have faith 

that justifies 



 Value lies in the object of faith, not faith itself 

 Everyone has a faith system 

 The object of Abraham’s faith (and ours) is God 

 

 Abraham’s focus: Resurrection and Creation 

 Nothing baffles us human beings more than death  

nothingness (Stott) 

 God has the POWER to 1) give life to the dead  and 2) 

call things that do not exist as though they did 

 God is also FAITHFUL to perform (execute) it 



 The same God who imputed righteousness to 

Abraham will impute righteousness to anyone 

who believes (i.e. has faith) that: 

 He delivered up Jesus because of your sins 

 He raised up Jesus from the dead for your justification 


