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“Strong” 
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Woman = Ishah 
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“Strong” 
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David’s Mighty Men 



The Org Chart 

The Three 

 

The Thirty 



1. Mighty Men Are: Redeemed 

Once broken, now 

useful & powerful.  



1. Mighty Men Are: Redeemed 

1 Samuel 22:2 

[2] And everyone who was in distress, and everyone who 

was in debt, and everyone who was bitter in soul, 

gathered to him. And he became commander over them. 

And there were with him about four hundred men. 



2. Mighty Men Are: Brave 

The ability to overcome fear 

for a great cause.  



The Bravery of the Three 
Josheb: Chief of the Three 

1 Samuel 23:8 

[8] These are the names of the mighty men whom David 

had: Josheb-basshebeth a Tahchemonite; he was chief of 

the three. He wielded his spear against eight hundred 

whom he killed at one time. 



1 Chronicles 11:11 

[11]… He wielded his spear against 300 

whom he killed at one time. 

The Bravery of the Three 
Josheb: Chief of the Three 



1 Samuel 23:9-10 

[9] And next to him among the three mighty men was 

Eleazar the son of Dodo, son of Ahohi. He was with David 

when they defied the Philistines who were gathered there 

for battle, and the men of Israel withdrew. [10] He rose and 

struck down the Philistines until his hand was weary, and his 

hand clung to the sword... 

The Bravery of the Three 
Eleazar 



1 Samuel 23:10 

[10] And the LORD brought about a great victory 

that day, and the men returned after him only to 

strip the slain. 

 

The Bravery of the Three 
Eleazar 



1 Samuel 23:11 

[11] And next to him was Shammah, the son of 

Agee the Hararite. The Philistines gathered 

together at Lehi, where there was a plot of 

ground full of lentils, and the men fled from the 

Philistines.  

The Bravery of the Three 
Shammah 



1 Samuel 23:12 

[12] But he took his stand in the midst of the 

plot and defended it and struck down the 

Philistines, and the LORD worked a great 

victory. 

The Bravery of the Three 
Shammah 



The Bravery of the Thirty 
Abishai: Commander of the Thirty 

1 Samuel 23:18-19 

[18] Now Abishai, the brother of Joab, the son of Zeruiah, was 

chief of the thirty. And he wielded his spear against three 

hundred men and killed them and won a name beside the 

three. [19] He was the most renowned of the thirty and 

became their commander, but he did not attain to the three. 



2 Samuel 21:15-17 

[15] There was war again between the Philistines and Israel, and 

David went down together with his servants, and they fought against 

the Philistines. And David grew weary. [16] And Ishbi-benob, one of 

the descendants of the giants, whose spear weighed three hundred 

shekels of bronze, and who was armed with a new sword, thought to 

kill David. [17] But Abishai the son of Zeruiah came to his aid and 

attacked the Philistine and killed him. 

The Bravery of the Thirty 
Abishai: Commander of the Thirty 



The Bravery of the Thirty 
Benaiah the Valiant 

1 Samuel 23:20 

[20] And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was a 

valiant man of Kabzeel, a doer of great 

deeds.  

He struck down two ariels of Moab.  



The Bravery of the Thirty 
Benaiah the Valiant 

1 Samuel 23:20 

[20] He also went down and struck down a lion  

in a pit  

on a day when snow had fallen.  



1 Samuel 23:21-23 

[21] And he struck down an Egyptian, a handsome man . The Egyptian had a 

spear in his hand, but Benaiah went down to him with a staff and snatched 

the spear out of the Egyptian's hand and killed him with his own spear. 

[22] These things did Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and won a name beside 

the three mighty men. [23] He was renowned among the thirty, but he did not 

attain to the three.  

And David set him over his bodyguard. 

The Bravery of the Thirty 
Benaiah the Valiant 



3. Mighty Men Are: Loyal 

Faithfulness to a person or 

team despite the personal cost 



3. Mighty Men Are: Loyal to God 

1 Chronicles 11:10 

[10] Now these are the chiefs of David's mighty men, 

who gave him strong support in his kingdom, together 

with all Israel, to make him king, according to the 

word of the LORD concerning Israel. 



3. Mighty Men Are: Loyal to God 

2 Samuel 21:15-17 

[17] But Abishai the son of Zeruiah came to his aid and 

attacked the Philistine and killed him. Then David's men 

swore to him, “You shall no longer go out with us to battle, 

lest you quench the lamp of Israel.” 



2 Samuel 23:13-15 

[13] And three of the thirty chief men went down and came about 

harvest time to David at the cave of Adullam, when a band of 

Philistines was encamped in the Valley of Rephaim. [14] David was 

then in the stronghold, and the garrison of the Philistines was then at 

Bethlehem. [15] And David said longingly, “Oh, that someone would 

give me water to drink from the well of Bethlehem that is by the gate!” 

3. Mighty Men Are: Loyal to David 



2 Samuel 23:16 

[16] Then the three mighty men broke through 

the camp of the Philistines and drew water out 

of the well of Bethlehem that was by the gate 

and carried and brought it to David 

3. Mighty Men Are: Loyal to David 



2 Samuel 23:16-17 

[16]…But he would not drink of it. He poured it out to the 

LORD [17] and said, “Far be it from me, O LORD, that I 

should do this. Shall I drink the blood of the men who 

went at the risk of their lives?” Therefore he would not 

drink it. These things the three mighty men did. 

3. Mighty Men Are: Loyal to David 



So What? 

1.God loves when people follow broken, but 

called leaders. 



So What? 

1.God loves when people follow broken, but 

called leaders. 

[39] Uriah the Hittite… 
 



So What? 

1.God loves when people follow broken, but called 

leaders. 

1 Chronicles 29:23-24 

[23] Then Solomon sat on the throne of the LORD as king in 

place of David his father. And he prospered, and all Israel 

obeyed him. [24] All the leaders and the mighty men, and also 

all the sons of King David, pledged their allegiance to King 

Solomon. 



So What? 

2. Following Jesus will require kicking buts 

Matthew 8:19-22 

[19] And a scribe came up and said to him, "Teacher, I will follow you 

wherever you go." [20] And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, 

and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to 

lay his head." [21] Another of the disciples said to him, "Lord, let me 

first go and bury my father." [22] And Jesus said to him, "Follow me, 

and leave the dead to bury their own dead." 
 




