
Holy/Sanctified  Living 
 

We are  Not Afraid, but Adopted  (v15)    Romans  8:14-17 
 

  14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 15  For you have not received a 

spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we 

cry out, "Abba! Father!" 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  

17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him in order 

that we may also be glorified with Him.  

 

v14. Only sons of God can be led by the Spirit of God and manifest the Fruit of the Spirit.  
 

v15. Saints are unafraid of the power of death - we are God’s adopted sons; privileged as adult sons. 
 

Galatians 4:1-7  as long as the heir is a child, he does not differ at all from a slave although he is owner of 

everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers until the date set by the father. 3 So also we, while we 

were children, were held in bondage under the elemental things of the world. 4 But when the fulness of the 

time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, 5 in order that He might redeem 

those who were under the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God 

has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 7 Therefore you are no longer a 

slave, but an adult son; and if an adult son, then an heir through God.  
 

Consider the state of mind that belongs to a slave vs. the state of mind that belongs to an adopted son. 

  A slavery mindset is uncertainty/fears.  An adoption mindset is settledness/peace with God. 
 

Biblical adoption is for the purpose of inheritance privilege as well as interpersonal privilege 
  e.g. Jacob/Israel adopting Joseph’s sons Ephraim & Manasseh for the sake of inheritance.  Gen 48:5-6, 10, 15-16 

 

v16. There is, in the Saint's spirit, a spiritual affirmation that he/she is a adopted son of God. 
        Spirit to spirit communication - comes primarily through the Word of God, secondarily by experience. 
 

 Gal 6:18 (Phil 4:23)  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen. 
 

v17. We are joint-heirs with Christ - first in this life's sufferings & second in eternal glory. 
         Suffering is to be expected in our earthly pilgrimage before glory can be enjoyed in our final home. 
 

           - 2 Cor 1:5  Just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.  
 

           - 2 Cor 4:8-11  we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 9 persecuted, but  

 not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, that  

 the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who live are constantly being delivered over  

 to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.  
 

           - Phil 3:10, 11  that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings,  

 being conformed to His death; 11 in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.  
 

           - 2 Thess 1:4, 5  We speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the  

 midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure. 5 This is a plain indication of God's righteous  

 judgment so that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which indeed you are suffering . 
 

           - 2 Tim 3:12  And indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted. 
 

           - 1 Peter 1:6, 7  In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed  

by various trials, 7 that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though  

tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ;  
 

           - 1 Peter 4:12, 13  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing,  

 as though some strange thing were happening to you; 13 but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ,  

 keep on rejoicing; so that also at the revelation of His glory, you may rejoice with exultation.  
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